Reprogramming adult human hepatocytes into liver progenitors
with unlimited self-renewal, efficient differentiation and
transplantation capacities
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Chronic or large acute liver diseases often require liver
transplantation for cure; however, the shortage of liver
donor is the major issue. As an alternative to whole liver
transplantation, hepatocyte transplantation therapy has
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of hepatocyte progenitors, and establish a culture method

that supports long-term proliferation of human liver
progenitors with a differentiation capability. Our research
not only brings hepatocyte-based therapy closer to the clinic
but also provides a more reliable hepatocyte source for in
vitro use. 15
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