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https://www.hfsp.org/ = https://www.hfsp.org/hfsp-news = https://www.hfsp.org/funding/hfsp-funding/postdoctoral-fellowships

The online application platform (https://proposalcentral.com) already opened on March 14, 2024.

The submission deadline for the Letter of Intent is May 14, 2024. Before applying, please read carefully the HFSP website
as well as the application guidelines which list the eligibility criteria.

Should you have any question as to your eligibility, please contact the fellowship office at fellow@hfsp.org
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Key Features of the HFSP Postdoctoral Fellowships Program L0>
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1. Postdoctoral researchers within 3 years of obtaining a doctoral degree (PhD, etc.) are eligible to apply.
2. Support for postdoctoral research activity under a new host research supervisor at a host research institution (host lab) outside the country of origin.

3. Support for research activities that significantly change direction from degree acquisition/existing postdoctoral research subjects. (Extension of
existing research is not supported.)

4. Not only researchers with doctoral degrees in medicine and biology, but also those with doctoral degrees in other fields are eligible to
apply for entry into the field of life- sciences.

5. Only "frontier basic research in the life science field" will be supported by the HFSP Postdoctoral Fellowships Program.

6. A host research supervisor can only be a person who has never had a supervisory or joint research relationship with the applicant.

7. Supportive period of Fellowships research activity is 3 years, with living expenses in the destination country, research expenses / travel expenses,
payment of child allowance etc. The fellows may interrupt / defer the research activity up to one year. In the third year, they may also choose to
continue work in the host institution or to return to their home country.
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The Human Frontier Science Program (HFSP) and
The International Human Frontier Science Program Organization (HFSPO)

The HFSP is an international research funding program originally initiated and proposed by former Prime Minister Nakasone

of Japan at the 1987 G7 summit in Venice.
The HFSP promotes ambitious frontier research into the complex mechanisms of living organisms. It aims to making the
fullest possible utilization of the research results for the benefit of all humankind.

In 1989, the International Human Frontier Science Program Organization (HFSPO) was established in Strasbourg (France)
to develop and implement the HFSP.

The HFSPO is financially supported by the below listed seventeen HFSPO Members (as of Mar. 2024):

Australia, Canada, France, Germany, India, Israel, Italy, Japan, New Zealand, Norway, Republic of Korea, South Africa,
Singapore, Switzerland, the United Kingdom, the United States of America and the European Commission (EC)
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Main Activities of the Human Frontier Science Program (HFSP) L2»

™

HFSP programs are a flexible tool for the support of international collaboration and novel,

ambitious, inter-disciplinary research, with special emphasis on early career scientists.
There are mainly two activities, namely Research Grants and Postdoctoral Fellowships.

Research Grants program is provided for teams of scientists from different countries
. who wish to combine their expertise in innovative approaches to questions that could not

THE hrrmunoxa be answered by individual laboratories. Preliminary results are not required and applicants are
AN Froxri SQIENCE Procasv ) ]

ORGARIZATION expected to develop new lines of research through the research collaboration.

Postdoctoral Fellowships program supports proposals for frontier, potentially
transformative research in the life sciences, encouraging early career scientists to
broaden their research skills by moving into new areas of study while working in a new country.

HFSP 707 7 L. EERMNAHERARICKL 25EF CEHONLEBRIMEABIRT 27O DFEHEY —ILTH Y .
HEF v U T7OPHICH IMRE~NDZIEZEHRL TWET,
HFSPZ7’'B 7' Z LiCid, AARITFVMPRURAR Y - 72z0—=2y 7% 2 DO HRBIEEIAH Y £7,
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HEFICER L TR FRNSMRREROBRIILEL (. BFEERHBMRICLSFGARRFZHEINATHET,
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LR EDMFRENA LML TWET, 1 Secretariat Office of the HFSPO
(Strasbourg , France)
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HFSP Postdoctoral Fellowships program encourages early career scientists to broaden their research skills by moving

into new areas of study while working in a new country.

Applications for high-risk projects are particularly encouraged. The projects should be interdisciplinary in nature and

should challenge existing paradigms by using novel approaches and techniques. Scientifically, they should address an

important problem or a barrier to progress in the field.

Two different fellowships are available:

Long-Term Fellowships (LTF) are for applicants with a PhD on a biological topic who want to embark on a novel
and frontier project focusing on the life sciences.

Cross-Disciplinary Fellowships (CDF) are for applicants who hold a doctoral degree from a non-biological
discipline (e.g., physics, chemistry, mathematics, engineering or computer sciences) and who have not worked in the
life sciences before.
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Both Fellowships (LTF and CDF) are awarded for three years.
HFSP administers all fellowship allowances through the host institution.
The fellowship award consists of a living allowance and a research and travel allowance. (Please see HFSPQO’s Guidelines)

For example, in a case of host institution located in USA:
Living Allowance: ca 180,000 USD (totally in 3 years),
Research and Travel Allowance: ca 22,000 USD (totally in 3 years),
Child Allowance (if applicable): ca 18,000 USD (totally in 3 years)
Moving Allowance (depends on situation): 2,500 USD (when needed)

Fellows may interrupt (‘defer’) the fellowship activity. HFSPO’s support for up to one year after having completed at least one
year of work in the proposed host institution.

In the third year of the fellowship, fellows may choose to continue work in the host institution to return to their or their
spouse’s/partner’s home country, or to move to another HFSPO Member country.

B EARE I 3 D FERIT. ZRRFEIIEHBEICEZINXAHICBEF 20 Z2RBIRTE 51, DA< Ed 1 EFHDOTAKET
D7 xO0—y THEZEBLIZBICEWLWTE, BRI EBFEF TCOMRTIHEBORENLAIGEETT,
HFSPOSEHERN L DM RELXIEEE (RALETCOERE, MEEROVOMHERKRE. Z0OM) OXEIE. RAlE L TRIA N/
AERS GRR FZR) #2BLTITbNET, GEHIZHFSPOANRARL TWEAA R4 v 2 TSRBIZE W)
() KEICFAET A AMKE KRR FZR) BT 70—y THEEDSES -
A3EE: £ 180,000 K KL (3 HERDEETHER).
MRERUHRIKRE: 1 22,000 XK KL (3 »EMDEETHEE)
BEFY YT 25E): 19 18,000 K F L (3 A EEDEEHEE).
FIFEL (RBOEIBICLYETE): 2,500 K ML (ELEE)
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Please refer to the application guidelines for the complete information on eligibility and conditions.
https://www.hfsp.org/funding/hfsp-funding/postdoctoral-fellowships

Eligibility of a candidate (applicant):

Nationality: A candidate who is a national of one of the HFSPO Member countries can apply to work in a research
institution in any country. Otherwise, please refer the application guidelines mentioned above.

Doctoral degree: Aresearch doctorate (PhD) or a doctoral-level degree comparable to a PhD with equivalent
experience in basic research (e.g., a research based MD or medical PhD) must be conferred by the start of the
fellowship. Please refer to the application guidelines for information in case you were not yet awarded the PhD. If
already conferred, the doctoral degree must have been conferred within 3 years prior to the submission deadline of
the Full Proposal, i.e., between 26th September 2021 and 26th September 2024 for Award year 2025.

Research publications: Applicants must have at least one lead author publication by the submission deadline of the
Letter of Intent.

ZeE (BHEE) OB :

E%ww&m%%ﬁwﬁ&%%éﬁﬁ%u\8@5@%%%%?%ﬁxPﬁﬁ%%ﬁi:tﬁ?%iﬁo
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Conditions for research proposal and host supervisor:
Research proposal: Applicants must propose a research topic different to that of their PhD and previous postdoctoral work.
HFSP funds only basic research.
HFSPO’s mission is to “fund basic research focused on the elucidation of the sophisticated and complex mechanisms of
living organisms for the benefit of all humankind, through international cooperation”.
Host supervisor: Applicants cannot propose to work with:

 former scientific collaborators,

- former research supervisors,

- any other scientist with whom they have worked or published.
Applications will be ineligible if, the candidate has spent more than 12 months (consecutively or not) with the proposed host
supervisor at the time of the activation of the fellowship. This is regardless of any institution changes by the host supervisor.
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https://www.hfsp.org/funding/hfsp-funding/postdoctoral-fellowships
‘FAQ’ at above URL will be helpful for potential applicants for the HFSP Fellowships program, including some
informative questions and answers, as followings:

Question No. 28. What exactly do you mean by a “change in research direction”?

(Answer) HFSP believes that broad training is excellent preparation for postdoctoral researchers to establish novel,
interdisciplinary research programs. Therefore, preference is given to applicants who add new ideas or unique
approaches to their research. This may involve learning new methods, changing study system, or exposure to new
theory or literature.

Question No. 19. | have a PhD in physics. For which type of fellowship should | apply?

(Answer) You should apply for a Cross-Disciplinary Fellowship (CDF). CDFs are for applicants with a PhD from outside
the life sciences (e.g., in physics, chemistry, mathematics, engineering or computer sciences), while Long-Term
Fellowships (LTFs) are for applicants with a PhD in a biological discipline.

M 28. [MARDARERHE] & IFEENICEDL YR I EERTHDTTH?
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Question No. 32. What criteria are used for selecting fellowship awardees?

The proposed fellowship project will be evaluated based on the criteria set out for the program. The research project should contain an
original and innovative idea that holds promise to advance knowledge in the field. Successful HFSP awardees are outstanding researchers
with a demonstrated record of excellent research and a commitment to exploring new approaches to basic research questions.

While there are many ways to put together a highly competitive application, in the past, successful applications have demonstrated that
the candidates have made significant intellectual contributions to the published work (the reference letters should elaborate on this
aspect) as well as to the proposed research (the host supervisor letter should mention this).

The most competitive applications propose unique research projects that mark a departure from the applicant’s previous research.
Projects that expose the applicant to new theory and methodology, that propose a new approach to a research problem and that can
potentially make a major contribution to the research field are favored. High risk research is supported.
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Applications for the HFSP Long-Term Fellowships (LTF) and Cross-Disciplinary Fellowships (CDF), to start in
next year, will follow a two-step submission process via the online submission platform ‘ProposalCentral’ at
https://proposalcentral.com/

For technical support on submission, you can contact ‘ProposalCentral’ at pcsupport@altum.com

You can contact HFSPO Secretariat for any general question related to the Postdoctoral Fellowships Program, at
fellow@hfsp.org

Firstly, applicants will be asked to submit a Letter of Intent (Lol) from which the review committee will select the
best proposals. In a second step, successful applicants will be invited to submit a Full Proposal.

HFSPREIZ = A—2 v 7 (Long-Term Fellowships (LTF) ) XIZZEH7 xA—2v 7 (Cross-Disciplinary
Fellowships (CDF)) OEEH o OMIEEFEDDISERFIC DL TIE, ‘ProposalCentral’ & W5 2 X T L %@L T,
2ERRETH T A TITLWE T,
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Deadlines:

- The HFSP application portal in ‘ProposalCentral’ opens in March (cf. on 14th March 2024 for Award year 2025) and

you need to create an account using the link below before you submit your application. https://proposalcentral.com/
« Submission of a Letter of Intent: by May (cf. by 14th May 2024 for Award year 2025)

- Submission of Full Proposal: by specified date normally mid-September, on invitation only (cf. by 26th September
2024 for Award year 2025)

* Notification of results to every applicants: normally in the last ten days of March of the next year

(For unsuccessful applicants, feedback message including reasons and some suggestions for future possible
application will be notified to each team of application.)

HFSPRRFZ - 7xA—Y v 7 - 70 5 LDOGEICEAT2HUVBAKRUVEERERE !

- Letter of Intent (I ERFE) ZIRET 581IC. HEADTHY Y b % ‘ProposalCentral’ DOEEFEKEOTIERT %
WEAHY F9, BFFREBEOIXEH 3 BICHEZEEINT T, QO25FEFHIRDDOEFRIINL2024F 3 A14H ICF%
https://proposalcentral.com/

* Letter of Intent: 12 HHARIZEAI 5 AR DIBE I N/AHMBATT, (Q025FEHRIRD D REFHARIZ2024F5 A14HTY)

* Full Proposal G¥ilER;EE) : IEHEARILEBHI 9 B nisE SN/ ATY, (—XREBEEZBBEDH)
(2025 EEHRIR 9 D B EEHABR (£2024F 9 B26H TF)
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Letter of Intent (to be submitted by 14th May 2024 for Award year 2025)
Applicants submit a ‘Letter of Intent’ (Lol) which must contain the following information:
« title of proposal

* keywords of proposed research plan
* proposed research plan: summary of the scientific content of the proposed project, including a short description of the

background, aims, hypotheses, experimental approach, and conclusions
» personal information
- CV
« field and title of PhD
* information on the proposed host supervisor and host institution
- disclosure on previous collaborations and publications with the host supervisor (if any)
« confirmation that the host supervisor is aware of and supports the application
* publication list

Letter of Intent (FFFCHIEREEE) - - - 2025F EHIRD OB HEIE£2024F 5 H14H T4,
Fﬁnﬁ%$$§ﬂﬁDJ® %Eﬁbfﬁ?ﬁ@ﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁ#n%t&”i?

- B ORE

R ERHE ST DE—T— §

.$%ﬁ%ﬁ@u@¢5$ﬁ:$ E70 7 FORFEINRNBROME (TR, B, K. ERFE BRICBI 2MRELERZED)
- HEEB B ICET 2158

- CV (Curriculum Vitae: BFEZE)

- PhD (Doctor of Philosophy: BRiS1E+5) OMHERNEF R VEKE

- BRBICRAIIAMRIEEE RO AKEICEET 2158

'%Aﬁ%%ﬁ%&@%ﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁ%%ﬁ&@%%ﬁ ICEET 20 (EETH2EHDAHNIL)
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Full Proposals must contain the following information:

« a summary of previous work (the same as the short summary of the Lol)
- a summary of the proposed research project (the same as the short summary of the Lol)
* a detailed research plan of the proposed project

 information on why and how the proposed project is a significant change from previous work
* information on why and how the proposed project is of a frontier nature
* information on why the chosen host lab is a good fit

- information on how the applicant will benefit from being in the host lab (e.g., unique infrastructure, mentoring, exposure to new
techniques etc.)

« an updated publication list

* recommendation letters from two referees

- a recommendation letter from the host supervisor
* PDF files of lead-author publications

L12>
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Recent changes in the latest APPLICATION GUIDELINES

(RIFDREHA R FAVICBITHRIEERICOVT)

The HFSPO has recently adopted a new Shared Values Statement.

While scientific excellence and the potential for research breakthrough remain the foremost
criteria, the HFSPO aims to reach higher levels of equity and inclusion in frontier life science
research funding, making frontier research more accessible and diverse.

(please see the next page)

HFSPO (£&¥t. #7-(C [Shared Values Statement (&3 2MEICE T 25EH) | #
BIR L L7=,

Mo aftE s D7 L — 7 ZIIL—DREEED KA E L TREBIADEETH 5 —H5 T,
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el TWE T,
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S h a red Va | ues State me nt Scientific Excellence at the Frontier of Life Science

International Collaboration

Interdisciplinary Science

High-Risk High-Gain, Paradigm Shifting Research
Integrity and Transparency

International Collaboration
Interdisciplinary Science
High-Risk High-Gain Resecarch

Integrity and Transparency

The Ecosystem of Scientific Excellence

* Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and Accessibility
Open Science and Freedom of Research
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Scientific scope of the HFSP Postdoctoral Fellowships / HFSP/RZ K7 - 7z B—3 v 75 & 2 RIZHY5EE <15»

HFSP attaches highest importance to novelty, scientific merit, internationality, and interdisciplinarity.

The Postdoctoral Fellowships Program supports potentially transformative, cutting-edge research to
investigate important problems at the frontiers of the life sciences. Projects should challenge existing paradigms
by using novel approaches and techniques. Fellowship proposals for high-risk/high-reward projects are
encouraged and preliminary results are not required.

HFSP Postdoctoral Fellowships aim to expose awardees to new theories and methods which complement or build on
their previous experience and expertise.

Research projects may range from biological functions at the molecular and cellular level up to the level of
biological systems, including cognitive functions.

All levels of analysis are supported: for example, studies on genes and individual molecules, intracellular networks,
intercellular associations in tissues and organs, and networks underlying the complex functions of entire organisms,
populations, or ecosystems.
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Successful proposals for HFSP Postdoctoral Fellowships / HFSPRX K7 - 7z A—y FICEIRI NS BEORICOWLWT 16>

* incorporate novel investigative approaches at the frontiers of the life sciences with the potential to disrupt existing
paradigms and current ways of thinking. The results of the research are expected to have an impact beyond the
immediate field.

- demonstrate the change of field of the applicant and the ability to formulate a research project with a frontier-extending,
risky nature and describe how the applicant’s unique training and special skill set will allow them to address biological
problems in a novel and distinct way. The applicant may consult with the host supervisor in the development and writing
of the proposal, but the project should be primarily the idea of the applicant.

 provide a prospect for novel directions for the research in the host laboratory.
- clearly show how the proposed project is different from the applicants’ research to date (PhD or previous postdoctoral

positions) and how it will help the applicant to learn new research approaches and methodologies.
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Note specifically on Cross-Disciplinary Fellowships (CDF) / 2RI 7 = A —3 v 7 (CDF)) IC2WTHBESR <K17»

One of the aims of HFSP is to attract scientists with training from outside the classical life sciences to
work on a biological problem as they will bring new ways of thinking, as well as unique skills and
approaches to the field.

HFSP Cross-Disciplinary Fellowships (CDF) thus offer the unique opportunity for scientists with no prior
training or experience in the life sciences to enter this exciting research area and get exposed to
biological questions, problems and techniques.

A successful CDF proposal will combine the best of life-sciences and non-life sciences to solve an
outstanding and interdisciplinary research question in biology.
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Important note on HFSP Postdoctoral Fellowships / HFSPRR K7 - 7z A= v 7ICDOVWTOEEEER 18>

HFSPO does not fund
1. Project of a purely applied nature. For example:
- projects of a primarily clinical and pharmaceutical nature; those projects are only considered if they allow new insights into
fundamental biological mechanisms of a disease.
- projects aimed at developing methods of diagnosis or treatment, including the search for potential drug targets or advanced trials
of drugs under development.
- applied research in engineering, biotechnology, or nanotechnology, that does not address a fundamental biological problem.
« projects directly concerned with agricultural problems such as crop yield or breeding and environmental problems such as
pollution, or forestry.
2. Research aimed at developing novel methods or the study of analogs or models of biological activity unless these methods allow
new biological questions to be answered in the context of the aim of the HFSPO to fund fundamental research.
3. Observational projects or systematic screening approaches.
4. Large-scale data collection studies or large-scale studies on populations or ecosystems. However, studies of the mechanisms of
species-species interactions or their co-evolution are eligible.
5. Research in for-profit environments (but collaborations are allowed).
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Beneficial things of HFSP Postdoctoral Fellowships Program /HFSP/RX K7 - 7=zA—> v/ - 7O L%FRTH AU vy b K19»

Since it is a requirement to work on a theme significantly different from the research theme at the time of obtaining
the doctoral degree, it will be ideal opportunity for taking on new challenges.

The funding period is as long as three years, and furthermore, there are some flexibility on managing the usage the
research funds (for instance, in the third year, an awardee may return to home country with spending the funds in
the home country), so that an awardee can independently concentrate on research as a fellowship on challenging
themes.

HFSP Awardees Meetings with participation of Awardees of HFSP Research Grants and Fellowships and other
qualified researchers, including scientific presentations, poster sessions will be very useful opportunity for
networking activity among international and interdisciplinary researchers.

(cf. Until today, 29 Nobel Prize winners were supported by the HFSP Research Grants Program prior to receiving
this prestigious award. )
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How to search previous successful HFSP Fellowships Awardees / % (CHIREN/-HFSP 7z O0—> v /REHEEZRRT 2 5% <20»

X & ﬁ\;;aor'(;slHuman < a
v s SELTIC, BEICEIRSNICHFSP 72— v 7
For your information, you may find examples of previous _ xa%@@ IRDODFIETCIEBICEANET,
successful HFSP Fellowships Awardees, as followings; S iaros Pagro: HFSPO™ = 74 4 F D FIic— % HEIE < 124 s
. a - T - °
Please visit the below page at the HFSPO website. https://www.hfsp.org/awardees/awards
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Nationality

- After filling the four boxes above, please click ‘Apply’ button.
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- Then you will find a list of successful awardees under your
selected conditions, as followings:
- Title of an awarded Fellowship research
- Name of the awardee and the receiving host-institution
(host country)
- Name of the host supervisor at the host-institution
- ‘Abstract’ of the awarded Fellowship research
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Available Information at HFSPO website / HFSPOD 7 = 7H A4 FTESNBIBERIZDOWNT L21>

(Note: While every information is changeable, please check carefully if the latest version.)

= The Official web-site of the HFSPO: https://www.hfsp.org/ = On general issues about HFSP Postdoctoral Fellowships Program:
https://www.hfsp.org/funding/hfsp-funding/postdoctoral-fellowships

—  Guidelines of Application for HFSP Postdoctoral Fellowships (for Award year 2025:
(for the Long-Term Fellowships (LTF))
https://www.hfsp.org/sites/default/files/Sciences/fellows/2025 application guidelines LTF.pdf

(for the Cross Disciplinary Fellowships (CDF))
https://www.hfsp.org/sites/default/files/Sciences/fellows/2025 application guidelines CDF.pdf

— Contact point at HFSPO Secretariat (Fellowships section): fellow@hfsp.org
(Please write your inquiry in English. You will receive an answer and/or suggestion individually.)

= HFSPEMZIZ DLW TOEBMNIL :
https://www.hfsp.org/ https://www.amed.go.jp/program/list/20/01/008.htm!|
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(Long-Term Fellowships (LTF))
https://www.hfsp.org/sites/default/files/Sciences/fellows/2025 application guidelines LTF.pdf

(Cross Disciplinary Fellowships (CDF))
https://www.hfsp.org/sites/default/files/Sciences/fellows/2025 application guidelines CDF.pdf
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Key Features of the HFSP Postdoctoral Fellowships Program «22=0»
HFSPRZ K7 - 7xO0—> vy 7OEREH
1. Postdoctoral researchers within 3 years of obtaining a doctoral degree (PhD, etc.) are eligible to apply.
2. Support for postdoctoral research activity under a new host research supervisor at a host research institution (host lab) outside the country of origin.

3. Support for research activities that significantly change direction from degree acquisition/existing postdoctoral research subjects. (Extension of
existing research is not supported.)

4. Not only researchers with doctoral degrees in medicine and biology, but also those with doctoral degrees in other fields are eligible to
apply for entry into the field of life- sciences.

5. Only "frontier basic research in the life science field" will be supported by the HFSP Postdoctoral Fellowships Program.

6. A host research supervisor can only be a person who has never had a supervisory or joint research relationship with the applicant.

7. Supportive period of Fellowships research activity is 3 years, with living expenses in the destination country, research expenses / travel expenses,
payment of child allowance etc. The fellows may interrupt / defer the research activity up to one year. In the third year, they may also choose to
continue work in the host institution or to return to their home country.
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