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Japan and UK are both powerhouses in science and innovation and the UK ranks second among Japan'’s international
partners for research collaboration in the life sciences. The Medical Research Council was delighted when in 2015
Japan announced the formation of a new agency specifically dedicated to the support of biomedical research. We feel
that by working in partnership, the MRC and AMED have strengthened collaborative efforts in our shared area of
interest. We were particularly pleased that AMED decided to base its European office in London and, at the launch
of the AMED London office in 2017, MRC and AMED signed a joint Memorandum of Co-operation. The MOC
identified the desire to strengthen links in regenerative medicine, dementia research, antimicrobial resistance and
infections research in a global context. The agreement was renewed in 2022 and has resulted in numerous workshops
and site visits resulting in joint calls on infectious diseases, neuroscience, regenerative medicine and engineering
biology. In the neurosciences we were delighted to be able to initiate a joint annual UK-Japan symposium series which
encourages early-stage researchers to participate in events that alternate between the two countries each year and
which is now in its sixth year. We have also participated in alignment calls of AMED’s ASPIRE programme. We hope
that the numerous meetings, joint calls and other activities, such as our joint participation in the international Human
Frontiers Science Program, will lead to stronger and even more productive research collaborations between the two

countries.

MRC would like to congratulate AMED on its 10th anniversary. We have been impressed by the impact that AMED
has made to advancing medical research and innovation in such a short time and look forward to working together

in the future to contribute to the health and well-being of people everywhere.

March,2025
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On behalf of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) , I extend my heartfelt congratulations
to the Japan Agency for Medical Research and Development (AMED) on the momentous occasion of your 10th
anniversary. This milestone is a testament to your unwavering commitment to advancing medical research and

development, and to fostering collaborations that transcend borders.

Over the past decade, AMED has emerged as a beacon of innovation and excellence in the global medical research
community. Your achievements in pioneering new treatments, enhancing healthcare technologies, and addressing
pressing public health challenges have had a profound impact not only in Japan but around the world. The

collaborative spirit that AMED embodies has been instrumental in driving forward the frontiers of medical science.

NIAID is proud to be co-leading the U.S.-Japan Cooperative Medical Sciences Program with AMED, a partnership
that has flourished over the years. Our joint efforts have yielded significant advancements in understanding and
combating infectious diseases, improving public health, and training the next generation of scientists. This
collaboration stands as a model of international cooperation, demonstrating how shared knowledge and resources can

lead to groundbreaking discoveries and improved health outcomes.

As we look to the future, the challenges in medical research and development are both daunting and exhilarating.
The emergence of new infectious diseases, the need for innovative treatments for chronic conditions related to
infectious and immunological diseases, and the quest for personalized medicine require our continued dedication and
collaboration. I am confident that AMED will continue to lead with vision and determination, and that together, we

will rise to meet these challenges.

Once again, congratulations on this remarkable milestone. NIAID looks forward to many more years of fruitful

collaboration with AMED as we work together to advance medical science and improve health for all.

March,2025
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