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Challenges of standard code conversion of drug unit and specimen test
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To standardize medical information data in the hospital information system and to develop a system to utilize the data
for research and other purposes, consultative meetings and working groups (WG) have been held since FY2018 in
AMED Project known as “Rinchu Net”. Sub-working group 3 (SWG3) is working on the theme of code
standardization, with the goal of having each hospital set the appropriate standard codes. Last year, we selected
standard codes for the department, disease name, drug, specimen test result and surgery, and determined the
granularities and ranges of them. In addition, we worked to create a correspondence table between house code of each
hospital and standard codes for drug units and specimen test results. We selected the range of target items, set the
standard codes, and them each participating hospital worked to map them to their house codes. In some facilities, the
same drug unit code was associated with multiple names and we found it difficult to create a correspondence table for
drug unit alone. For this reason, in the standardization of drug units, it was necessary to consider setting standard units
for individual drugs.For specimen test results, we found that there are some hospitals where the item code is an
identifier of the concept of measuring material and material together, and others where the item code represents the
measuring material and has a separate material code, and the pair of the two identifies a single test item. Some JLAC11
codes have elements that have not yet been numbered. The JLAC10 had the problem that a single test could have
multiple code expressions depending on the interpretation, causing fluctuation in the codes. To overcome these

problems, a method to convert each facility's item code into a standard code was studied.
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