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Learning from a pandemic many are forgetting

Five years after COVID-19 surfaced, scientists reflect and look ahead to the next threat

By Jon Cohen, in Awaji, Japan

he COVID-19 pandemic, as best as we
can tell, took more than 20 million
lives, cost $16 trillion, kept 1.6 billion
children out of school, and pushed
some 130 million people into poverty.
And it’s not over: In October 2024, at

Science, 2025.

causing harm, many at the meeting worried
the world has turned a blind eye to the les-
sons learned from the pandemic. “I feel this
massive gravitational pull to go back to what
we were doing before,” Van Kerkhove said.
“There’s no way we should be going back.”
Even more concerning to some at the con-
ference, many countries have become hostile

reasons we wanted to hold this conference
is because we couldn’t meet in person dur-
ing the pandemic,” said virologist Kei Sato
of the University of ToEo, an organizer.

e also hope: e location would attract
infectious disease scientists from China,

who have had limited interactions with the
global research community since 2020.

Science, NaturelC
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