FAQ

Interstellar Initiative
(Last updated: April 30, 2025)

Q: What are the key points to keep in mind when using funding for the Interstellar
Initiative?

A: An investigator of a team who belong to a Japanese institution will be a PI
(team leader), and the funding contract will be concluded between AMED and a
Japanese institution which a Pl belongs to. A PI will also play a role of a funding
leader who will be responsible for managing funding for the entire team. Using
funding should comply with the regulations and expense policies of the PI's
institution. Decisions on how to use funding should be agreed by all team
members. Funding can be used, for example, to purchase consumables or books
necessary for research activities, attend international conferences, hold mini
workshops, or visit mentors. Funding from AMED is intended to support activities
to enhance a team’s research plan, aiming for getting competitive international
research grants such as HFSP.
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Q: Will team members other than a PI be able to directly receive or use funding
from AMED?

A: Only a PI will be able to use funding to make a purchase for team members
and arrange for goods/services to be available to team members.



Please note that most Japanese institutions can subcontract only to Japanese
institutions and it is very difficult to subcontract to overseas institutions. There
have been no such cases since this program started.
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Q: A project period or contract period seems to be short. Can the deadline for
using funding be extended?

A: No, the deadline cannot be extended.
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