SATREPS PROJECT ACHIEVEMENTS — Bhutan, FY2021 adoption

Start production of a rapid test kit for Helicobacter pylori infection in Bhutan
(International Collaborative Research Program : Science and Technology Research
Partnership for Sustainable Development (SATREPS) *1)

* Development of Test kit and Certification: As a rapid diagnostic method for H. pylori infection, Japan and
Bhutan jointly developed a stool antigen immunochromatography (ICT) kit. The Prime Minister of Bhutan
indicated a policy to simplify domestic certification (use permission) by obtaining manufacturing and

marketing approval obtained in Japan. Currently, an application for approval in Japan is being prepared by
SATREPS FY2025 additional budget.

e Production of Test kit: Since FY2022, the Royal Centre for Disease Control (RCDC), Ministry of Health
of Bhutan, has installed the equipment required for ICT kit production and has implemented human
resource development. In September 2025, the establishment of production system in Bhutan was
completed. This was an epoch-making event that greatly changed the medical environment in Bhutan,
where most patients were unable to be diagnosed due to expensive imported test kits, and was introduced
in a Bhutanese newspaper article.
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- Project title: Institutional capacity building for eliminating H. pylori related death _ Bhutan develops its own testkit for H. Pylori infection

—

- Research period: FY2021 — FY2026
- Principal Investigator :
(Japan) YAMAOKA Yoshio (Professor, Oita University)
(Bhutan) Pem Namgyel (President, Khesar Gyalpo University of
Medical Sciences of Bhutan)

*1 SATREPS is a Japanese government program to promote international joint research
instructed as a collaboration between AMED and JICA with Official Development
Assistance (ODA). Based on the needs of developing countries, this program aims at
solving global issues with an objective of future utilization of research outcomes to

Article introducing project achievement
both local and global society.

(Kuensel, Bhutan’s largest newspaper)
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