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Early-stage investigator (ESI) is a scientist who has completed a terminal research
degree or end of post-graduate clinical training, whichever date is later, within the past
10 years. The program will consider requests to extend the ESI status period for reasons
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1. Research Plan: How well the individual elements of the project plan fit with

the overall project goals

2. Technical Merit: The technical soundness of the proposed work, the project’s
management plan, and adequacy of the resources available, both technical
and financial.

3. Research Impact: The probability that the project will result in new knowledge
in one or more research fields, or have a positive impact on health of the
population in the APac region or/and all over the world.

4. Personnel Capacity and Collaborative Benefits: The expertise of the
investigators and other participants, including the strengths and weaknesses
of each partner, as well as the balance of the collaboration and distribution of
partnership benefits.

5. Benefit to Education and Infrastructure: Appraisal of the project’s training
and mentoring plan, including the degree to which the proposal demonstrates
the ability to develop the capacity of the early-stage investigators. Proposed
activity should include the provision of career enhancing opportunities for
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personnel, the sharing of equipment and resources among all institutions
involved, technology transfer, and the project’ s long-term positive impact on
the research environment and capacity, particularly in the lesser-developed

countries involved.
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