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case manager in the national medical payment system on care for suicide
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2) a fidelity study on the assertive case management for attempted
suicide and other mental health problems after admitted to hospital
emergency departments, 3) a study on risk factors for suicide in suicide
attempters
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To achieve societal implementation of effective care for suicide attempters, the authors planned a 3-year
research project, and carried out it in the first year. The core feature of the project was based on the
ACTION-J, the strategic research project for care for suicide attempters, which first established the
evidence-based intervention method to prevent reattempting suicide of suicide attempters (Kawanishi et
al., Lancet Psychiatry, 2014).

The authors planned 6 substudies and one subject, such as, 1) a cohort study, “A registry study on
patients who are given the assertive case management for attempted suicide and other mental health
problems after admitted to hospital emergency departments in Japan “, 2) a fidelity study on the assertive
case management for attempted suicide and other mental health problems after admitted to hospital
emergency departments, 3) a study on risk factors for suicide in suicide attempters, 4) a study on
knowledge and attitude of medical staff toward suicidal behavior, 5) a study on care for families of suicide
attempters, and 6) a study on eligibility requirements and qualification for the case manager in the national
medical payment system on care for suicide attempters. And another subject is to analyze the medical
economic effects of decreasing reattempting suicide by the case management intervention.

In the first year, we called 12 meetings and implemented the studies above. A committee was
established in the present research group. For the study 1) (the cohort study) above, a study group was
established. The protocol (both Japanese and English versions), manuals, and the baseline data collection
format were made. The study protocol was registered at UMIN-CTR (UMIN000024474), and reviewed
by the institutional review board on each site. After approval of the protocol, 3 participating hospitals
started the cohort study. The cohort study has a special committee, which investigates actual conditions
od case management, provides educational opportunity, and offers counseling service for case
management. The first training workshop course was held in January, 2017.

For the study 2) above, a working group in the research group made the first draft of the quality
assessment manual for the case management. For the study 3) above, psychological variables will be
measured using the psychological assessment tools in patients who participate in the cohort study. For the
study 4) above, a pilot study which examine attitude toward suicide related behavior among medical
professionals has started. For the study 5), a pilot study which examine psychological burden of families
pd suicide attempters using some psychological assessment tools is started. For the study 6), another
working group in the research group has detected several issues to settle.

A part of the research plan was reported in the scientific conference and journals in and out of Japan.
The protocol will be submitted as a protocol study to a scientific journal.
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