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Stevens-Johnson syndrome (SJS) and its more severe variant, toxic epidermal necrolysis (TEN), are acute,
inflammatory disorders that affect the skin and mucous membranes. Even after the acute-stage impairments subside,
permanent visual impairment and/or respiratory disorders that require life-long treatment remain. In 2016, we
surveyed the long-term sequelae in SJS/TEN patients, and proposed “Diagnostic criteria” and *“Severity
classification of SIS/TEN at chronic stage”. Over the past decade, we developed cultivated autologous oral mucosal
epithelial transplantation (COMET) in combination with our exclusive and original-design limbal-supported
rigid-type contact lens (limbal CL) as a novel and effective treatment for visually impaired SIS/TEN patients.
Following an official consultation with the Japanese Pharmaceuticals and Medical Devices Agency on September
13, 2016, we performed COMET as Advanced Medicine B on 22 patients between 2014 and 2016, and in February
2016 our limbal CL was approved for use by the Japanese Ministry of Health, Labour, and Welfare. These two
novel methods now make it possible to successfully treat cases of SIS/TEN with severe ocular sequelae.
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