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Development of Medical Devices through Collaboration between Medicine and

Industry
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Development and commercialization of a medical instrument for relieving knee

pain to take measures against Locomotive Syndrome
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Panasonic Corporation Appliances Company Beauty And Living Business Division

Health Care Product Department General Manager Tsuyoshi Yuasa
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In this fiscal year, we aimed to establish a pharmaceutical strategy in parallel with the
execution of the first prototyping and clinical testing. Through initial prototyping, we have
determined the operating schemes and device charging methods for use in hospitals to develop

1



an instrument for evaluation that meets both the requirements of safe design and downsizing
as a radio unit. Various tests of the first prototype have allowed us to identify issues in
preparation for mass production.

After consulting PMDA about the clinical testing, we thoroughly investigated the items to
be verified in clinical research for the development of the medical care instrument for
relieving knee pain. We then created a clinical testing protocol plan to start its
verification.

On June 3, 2016, after filing an application in response to the call for proposals in FY2016,
and before our proposal was adopted, we consulted PMDA in advance of starting the development.
We obtained the advice that the proposed instrument fell under the category of new medical
instruments for health care professionals. Based on the results and advice from consultants
supporting medical instrument development and the Japan Association for the Advancement of
Medical Equipment, we have decided to promote the development according to a two—step plan
to market the instrument. We have changed our strategy to be able to market the device as
a first step in February 2019 as a medical instrument, categorized as low frequency electric
therapy equipment, which conforms to existing certification standards. We have decided, as
the second step, to market the instrument as a new medical instrument, medical care instrument
for relieving knee pain, considering the product’s acceptability, and market and business
environments, after accumulating usage results for patients who suffer from knee pain in

medical institutions.
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