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This project aims to contribute for control of vector-borne diseases (VBDs) such as
visceral and cutaneous leishmaniasis and West Nile fever in Turkey through development of
innovative technology and formulation of evidence-based guide lines for control of VBDs by
Japan’s initiative. In this fiscal year (June 2016 to March 2017) under the provisional contract,
agreements including signing up for R/D, M/M, MOU, and research approvals were expected.
Unfortunately according to the matter happened on 15t July, 2016 in Turkey and the following
proclamation of the state of emergency, all scheduled activities in Turkey were cancelled and
have been postponed. Thus research activities were mostly performed in the Univ. of Tokyo. The
workshop for control of VBDs was held at the Univ. of Tokyo in Oct, 2016 inviting front-line
researchers from foreign countries and receiving valuable comments for this project.
Preliminary experiments were performed to select suitable primers for Real Time PCR and
probes targeting Leishmania major, L. tropica, L. donovani, or L. infantum. Chemical
compounds which are considered to be useful drug candidates for control of animal reservoirs
were successfully synthesized. Those synthesized chemical compounds were proven to be
effective as leishmanicidal agents by in vitro and in vivo assays. These results are promising to

contribute future research in this project.
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