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In order to perform quality omics analysis in pathological tissue specimens, it is important to use quality
specimens appropriately taken. The aim of this study is to standardize handling procedures of pathological tissue
specimens based on empirical analysis data. Such standardization will make a large number of quality tissue
specimens deposited in Biobank Japan and its affiliated institutions. We have published “The Japanese Society of
Pathology Guidelines on the Handling of Pathological Tissue Samples for Genomic Researches: Standard operating
procedures based on empirical analyses”.

In 2016, we reprinted the booklets of the guideline and distributed them to institutions affiliated to Biobank
Japan. With respect to empirical analyses, researchers in this group coordinately examined the quality of RNA

extracted from formalin-fixed and paraffin-embedded tissue specimens in preparation for revision of our guideline
3



scheduled in the end of 2017. We have meticulously examined tentative manuscripts by TC276 working group of
International Standardization Organization (ISO) to make our guideline consistent with the policy of ISO. English
version of our guideline is now being written. E-learning system (http://pathology.or.jp/genome/e-Learning/) in the

web page of our guideline (http://pathology.or.jp/genome/kitei.html) was renewed to record the achievement of

participants and to provide diplomas to the graduates. Based on this renewal, we will be able to further diffuse the
optimal handling procedures at the opportunity of renewal of medical specialist license. We have coordinately
promoted “Tailor-made Medical Treatment Program” and distributed our guideline by giving lectures on our

guideline in the lecture series of “Genome Pathology Standardization Center”.
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