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The purpose of this research is following: researchers and others who involved in the
planning, enforcement, analysis and presentation of the research convincingly remember
the regulations (reproducibility and objectivity) which representative international
journals strongly require in recent years, and acquire the skill to be able to take an active
part in the international scene without worrying about it. Therefore, the research and
development contents of this fiscal year include (1) construction of a cooperative system
through committees and meetings, (2) examination of concrete contents of teaching
material for each course, (3) development of text and video prototypes and (4)

development of the e-learning system.



(1) Construction of a cooperative system through committees and meetings

With the aim of establishing a common recognition among participants concerning the
purpose and the method of this educational program, we held the 1st steering committee,
teaching material creator meeting, external review committee on February 29. While the
objectives and schedule etc. of this project were approved at all meetings, external review
committee members pointed out that it is necessary to constantly examine the position of
modules of statistics by considering the overall picture of the educational materials. Also,
it was asked to present a concrete proposal for coordination with cooperating
organizations and international cooperation activities. As a response, regarding the
position of statistics, Iekuni Ichikawa (Research and Development Representative,
Designated Professor, Shinshu University Medical School), Ayumi Shintani (Research
and Development Assignee, Professor, Osaka City University Graduate School of
Medicine Digestion Institutional Science), Rei Nouchi (Research collaborator, designated
Research Associate, Shinshu University School of Medicine) reflected this opinion to
future plan. We also frequently contacted faculty members and administrative staff to
share information with cooperating organizations at meetings and study meetings. As an
example of international cooperation activities, from the end of March to April, Dr.
Ichikawa met the editor-in-chief of the New England Journal of Medicine (NEJM) in
Boston, and he also participated in the editorial conference to explore the policy of a
first-rate medical journal about retraction of academic paper. He also visited Partner's
IRB and discussed with the attitude of the Research Ethics Review Committee in Japan
and the United States. We shared an information about the development of teaching
materials and other activities at monthly teleconference (sites: Shinshu University,

Osaka City University and APRIN) and discussed the plan of future meetings.

(2) Examination of concrete contents of teaching material for each course

R & D managers kept in touch with each other about the examination of concrete
contents for each course and advanced research and development. And we organized a
system which enable Dr. Nouchi (manager of the development of teaching modules) to

collect these information with ease.

(3) Development of text and video prototypes

R & D managers (Dr. Ichikawa, Dr. Shintani, Kohji Yamamoto (Associate Professor,
Osaka City University)) developed e-learning text and video prototypes. These materials
correspond to the area 1d "Statistical Analysis without Misunderstanding". The purpose

and content of this area described in the R & D proposal are following: A low
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reproducibility of clinical research or animal experiments and a lack of objectivity in the
publication are at issue today. These are based on the Researcher’s bias. We will develop
teaching materials for ensuring reproducibility and objectivity of the contents of
publication which are necessary for avoiding the bias. Representative international
journals strongly require these in the guidelines for authors. We aim to create teaching
materials that will help Japanese researchers to be active in the international scene and
to disseminate it. While the goal for this fiscal year was the preparation of 8 modules, we
modified the plan by taking into account of the whole structure of teaching materials. As
a result of our activities, 9 texts drafts and video prototypes were completed. The revision
of the plan only changes the creation order, and there is no effect on the development
after this fiscal year. After completing preparation of e-learning modules, it will be

expected that these materials will be a means for fulfilling the purpose of our research.

(4) Development of the e-learning system
We completed system construction and test run for a smooth operation of e-learning

(CITI) system including movie content. The system is ready.
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