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In order to write a scenario for clinical research as the basis of developing an efficient
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education program, we have attempted to investigate the factors and/or structures which
may contribute to induce the research misconduct. Prof. Fushiki (principal investigator,
Kyoto Prefectural University of Medicine, The Center for Quality Assurance in Research
and Development) has collected information including factors and/or structures supposed to
be involved in inducing research misconduct in the research area of medicine by inspecting
literatures, as well as by interviewing researchers and a few executives in pharmaceutical
companies.

Those investigations disclosed the following:

(1) the importance of the department chair (professor) or the principal investigator who is

responsible for leading the research group
(2) the way of managing the laboratory, especially from the viewpoint of funding
(3) the cardinal role of the co-investigator who has to watch carefully the progress of the
research and to check the data produced by the members of the group.

In addition, we have analyzed the structure of the US-made educational movie, “The Lab”

so that we were able to understand how the scenario branches. The basic skeleton of clinical

research has been constructed based upon a couple of on-going clinical research.

Co-principal investigator Assoc. Prof. Kuramoto (Kyoto Institute of Technology) has
discussed about an initial design of the system in which virtual scenario of clinical research
is generated and presented for the learners.

The proposed design is as follows:

(1) a system consists of a web server, a database server, and user interfaces

(2) a web server and a database server will be implemented on a Linux-based server
computer

(3) an interface of showing materials to users is a miniature of a desktop, including a
dialogue box when required in asking questions to users

(4) an interface of showing materials to users is a simulation of a desktop, including a
dialogue box when required in asking the users’ decision

(5) in the former part of (4), the entire process of clinical research is simulated on an
interface

(6) in the latter part of (4), a specific block in the scenario is produced by various
misbehaviors, in which the content of misbehaviors is retrieved from the database

containing a collection of the research misconducts so far reported.
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